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Bombay Karnataka, situated far away from their adminis-
tratives centres. As a result of this dismemberment, there
was very little contact between the Kannada people of
different parts. If any, there was a feeling of aloofness and
indifference towards each other. Ignorance about the lan-
guage, literature and history of Karnataka reigned supreme.
The new education in English gradually gave Karnataka the
intellectual background for the vision of a new nationalism,
which had arisen in the rest of India. The national*move-
ment for Home Rule was started under the inspiration of
All-India leaders, and the political consciousness of the
Kannada people in British Karnataka began to grow. Side
by side with this movement, Kannadigas were being made
aware of their rich cultural heritage in the form of their his-
tory, literature, architecture and other fine arts. Thus after
a good deal of work carried on by pioneers against severe
odds in the political and cultural field, the ideals of modern
Karnataka took shape in the course of the last half century.
They are now clearly stated to be the regeneration of India
as a free nation and the unification of Karnataka as a tin*
guistic and cultural unit of the Indian nation. It is needless
to describe in detail the political and cultural movements
which have secured popular sympathy and support for the
realisation of these ideals. It need only be pointed out that
its institutions such as the Indian National Congress and
its Karnataka Branch, the Unification Association, the Kar-
nataka Vidyavardhaka Sangha and the Kannada Literary
Academy, which have brought about a remarkable changeia
the life of the Kannada country during the first quarter of
this century. The Kannadigas in all these awkward divi-
sions are developing contacts with one another and feeHjsg